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Background

Guandu Nature Park has been holding Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival since
2006. Over the past 8 years, 57 artists from 24 countries around the world have

accomplished collectively 60 pieces of artworks in Taipei, Taiwan.

These reputable artists skillfully integrated their experience from life into their artwork. In
these artwork the artist also incorporate their personal appreciation for the environment
and culture, as well as sharing their their concerns for environmental conservation and love
for planet earth with the public. “Caring for our planet through art” is what we intend to

convey via the festival, and these artists have accomplished just that.

Artists were limited to using natural or recycled materials so as to ensure no compromise
was made to the environment in the process of art creation. When the event was over, the

artwork can be recycled or decompose over time and return to nature.

Please visit our website for more information on the Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival

http://gd-park.org.tw/sculpture-festival
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2014 Theme: A Micro View of Nature

“To see a world in a grain of sand, and a heaven in a wild flower”, a poem by William Blake
resonates with the bliss of seeing the world through different means. A close up, we may

detect extraordinary beauty hidden in the most ordinary objects.

We live in a beautiful world, so subtle and delicate, which inspires us in every aspect. Poets,
philosophers, scientists, or photographers, they all observe the world differently. Whether
on a macro or micro level, their discoveries are always thought provoking. A change in
perspective allows us to rethink our relationship with the surrounding environment. With
this in mind, we propose the theme of this year’s Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture
Festival: “A Micro View of Nature”. The goal is to encourage people to look and appreciate
the world around us on a different level. We believe that by changing our perspectives can
open our eyes and help us realize that we are interdependent of each other on this planet,

and we need to cooperate with each other to overcome the crisis we are facing now.

We welcome natural artists to share your innovative interpretation and creativities with local
residents, students, volunteers, and the general public. Volunteer participations in your
creating process allows for interaction and a mutual learning experience. Through your
simple but impressive art techniques, we hope to attract people and get them to become
more intimate with nature, and be able to appreciate the profound meaning of life through a

different perspective.
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Timetable

Deadline for Entries: une-30,-2044 Extended to July 14, 2014

Announcement of Final Selected Artists:Jy-334-2044 Extended to July 22, 2014
Artists arrive in Taiwan: September 9, 2014

First Meeting: September 10, 2014

Period of Installation: September 11-27, 2014 (Mondays will be rest days.)
Sharing Session with the Artists: Morning on September 27, 2014

Festival Opening Carnival: September 28, 2014

Artists depart from Taiwan: September 29, 2014

Dates of Exhibition: September 28, 2014 — December 31, 2014

® 6 6 6 6 0 O 0 o

Note: Any changes to the current timetable will be made in accordance with notifications

from the organizer, and will be announced on the official website of Guandu Nature Park.
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2014 Venue

Guandu Nature Park www.gd-park.org.tw

Zhishan Cultural & Ecological Garden www.zcegarden.org.tw

Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA) http://1www.tnua.edu.tw/main.php
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Guandu Nature Park

www.gd-park.org.tw

Located at the junction of Danshui River and Jilong River, Guandu Nature Park is a nature
park of wetland preservation with landscape consisting of an integrated wetland
environment of swamp and pond. It is a great inhabitation for a rich variety of organisms, as
well as an important pass-by stop for migratory birds in their annual migration route.
Therefore, it has been recognized by BirdLife International as an Important Bird Area. The
park, authorized by Taipei City Government, is currently administrated under the Wild Bird

Society of Taipei and devotes care to wetland and wild birds conservation.

Some areas in the Park open for general public to visit, but most areas still prohibit from
general public to access. These restricted areas are preservations for birds and other wild
creatures. Visitors can observe these wild creatures via telescope or attend the guided tour
arranged by the Park in order to visit the restricted areas. In addition, the Park has designed
many environmental education programs to let people have opportunities to interact with

nature and acknowledge the importance of environmental preservation.

@ Objective: The artwork is expected as a surprise for general public when they
arrive at the wetland and in the meantime is able to transmit the concept of
observing the nature in a different perspective. It could be a giant practical
artwork (installation) or a small size of interactive art piece on the ground that
could allow general public to add more and more amounts till the later period of
the Festival.

& Display Location: There are various sites to choose in Guandu Nature Park. The
final location will be decided after the discussion between staff and artists in the
First Meeting on September 10.

& Material: Any natural materials can be get from Guandu Natural Park directly,
such as reed, stone, wood stick, soil, rice straw, bamboo, and leaf etc.

@ Restriction: Strictly prohibit any plastic or toxic materials that might harm wetland
and natural environment.

& If driftwood is required for the project, the artist has to cover shipping expenses
on his/her own or share the cost with other artists who might also be using

driftwoods.

10
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ZhiShan Cultural and Ecological Gardens

www.zcegarden.org.tw

Originally the ammunition depot of the Military Intelligence Bureau, the area had been
released by the Ministry of National Defense, the Cultural Affairs Bureau, Taipei City
Government took renovating on the buildings from 2002 and planned its transformation
from an ammunition depot into a garden with educational displays and recreational space.
Zhishan Cultural & Ecological Garden was Taiwan'’s first ecological park. All the facilities in the
Garden are intended to highlight the rich local culture and ecology. The Garden is the only
place in Taiwan with seven cultural strata and the only place in the Taipei area with existing
“Zhishanyan culture stratum” relics. The local geology is the Daliao layer formed 20-22
million years ago. Zhishanyan was had been shelter forest in the Qing dynasty and a natural
monument in the Japanese colonial period. The giant trees seen in the Garden are a rare
sight in the city and its suburbs. Zhishanyan is a precious recreational green space and forest

treasure trove.

A visit to the Garden is like a visit to a secret treasure trove. The Ecological Pond, Fantastic
Greenhouse, the woodland plants area, Formosan sweetgum corridor and Hotai Wild Bird
Rehabilitation Center —BREAD Home, allows you to be up close with nature. In addition to all
this, the Zhishan Exhibition Room and Archaeology Exhibition Room is a place to you can see

how the Taiwanese ancestors lived and the traces of ancient Taipei history.

& Possible Display Location: Artist can choose one site from the three possible
display locations.
1. The Pond: The design of the artwork should combine the landscape of

the freshwater p

nd.

i ok { & .. > B> Ak
‘;' .&p oy \ l‘ ’;‘:{_

2. The Pavilion: The design of the artwork should use the pavilion as the

base.

13
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3. The Trees: The artwork can be installed in between woods or on the

tree top to enrich the tree-climbing program held by the Garden.

& Material: Natural materials collected from the Garden directly, such as branches,
bamboos, leaves etc. There are also some unused building materials such as bricks

(see below) which can be used by artists.
';.-"‘ 3

@ Restriction: Safety must be considered as priority all the time. The artwork should
withstand the typhoon season, which is generally accompanied by storms and

heaving rain from the period between September to December.

14
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Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA)

lwww.tnua.edu.tw

Lying on a hill overlooking the Guandu Plain, the TNUA campus offers large open spaces with
no walls separating from it and its community. Red bricks, grey walls and black tiled roofs,
the unique campus buildings were designed by the architect C. Y. Lee, which harmonize
perfectly with the surrounding wide open natural space and have become the iconic image
of TNUA. While taking a leisurely walk, visitors are often amazed by the various artwork
created by students and teachers that can be seen throughout the campus. All year round,
various art performances and exhibitions are staged here, in the Kuandu Museum of Fine
Arts, the Concert Hall, Experimental Theatre, Dance Theatre, and Movie Theatre. The
campus of TNUA, allows people encounter art, nature, and beauty in the most unexpected

way.

& Display Location: The TNUA offers one display location, which the artwork can be
installed in an environment in the woods and grasslands.

AT R 2 ",,;"g:,ly;

¢ Materials: Natural materials collected from the campus, like stones, branches, leaves
etc.

& Restriction: Safety must be considered as priority all the time. The artwork should
withstand the typhoon season, which is generally accompanied by storms and heaving

rain from the period between September to December.

16
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Qualification and Funding

*

Qualifications:

Candidates should be interested in the relationship between nature, human culture, and
environment.

Candidates who intend to submit their proposals should have some experiences in
working with local residents, volunteers, or junior high school students. While working
on their artworks, the artists should be able to spark interest of the general public to
participate in the process of such artistic creation.

The selected artists are required to have basic English conversation skills and the ability

to mingle with other artists, local residents, school teachers and students.

Funding for Each Selected Artist:

4

L 4

NTDS$ 60,000 (approximate USD$ 2,000) : lecturer’s fee, living expenses, material cost,
and other installation expense.

20-day accommodation : From September 9, 2014 to September 29, 2014. Each artist
will receive accommodation in a single room with individual bathrooms. For anyone
accompanying the artist, an additional bed and meal will be charged by the hotel
accordingly.

Meals : Buffet breakfast will be served at hotel. Lunch will be provided by Guandu Nature
Park every working day (dinners are not included. Artists are encouraged to try local
cuisine at their own expenses).

A round-trip airfare (economic class) for each selected foreign artist from his/her
country to Taiwan (Taoyuan International Airport). Please notice that it is each artist’s
responsibility to keep of all ticket stubs and receipts of related expense as proof for
making his/her payments request to Guandu Nature Park after arriving in Taiwan.
Airport pick-up service from Taoyuan International Airport to the hotel on his/her
arrival day (check-in time is 3:00 p.m.)

The Festival volunteers, local residents and students will be assigned to each artist to
assist with the creation of the artworks.

The organizer will assist to collect recycled objects (e.g. plastic bottle, tin cans, and
aluminum cans) or natural materials (e.g. reed, stone, wood stick, soil, rice straw,

bamboo, and leaf etc.) from each venue to assist with artwork.

18
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Guidelines and Requirements

L 4

The selected artists will be working outdoors in the designated areas. Artists are limited

to use only natural or recycled materials that are environmentally friendly, ensuring

that in the process of creating their artwork, the environment will not be compromised.
Artists should also bear in mind that after the event is over, the artwork need to be able
to be recycled and decomposed or even return to nature at the end.

Natural materials from the creation sites such as reed, small stones, tree branch, soil,
rice straw, bamboo, and leaf should be considered as the primary building materials for
the artists’ projects. Keep in mind, when using paints or coloring substances, only
environmentally friendly paints are allowed. You are advised to consult the Park staff
for approval prior to purchasing any materials for the project. If driftwood is required
for the project, the artist has to cover shipping expenses on his/her own or share the
cost with other artists who might also be using driftwoods.

The artists should factor in the hot and humid climate of northern Taiwan while
planning their projects. Consequently, the artwork should be designed to weather
gracefully over time and reveal the different stages as it decays. It shall be exhibited for
at least three months or more, and needs to withstand the typhoon season, which is
generally accompanied by storms and heavy rain from September to December each
year.

Safety must be considered as the number one priority at all time.

Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival provides an opportunity for local
residents and volunteers to interact and work with artists during the process of creating
the artwork.

For safety concerns, the Park retains the power and authority to dispose or dismantle

the artwork.

20
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How to Apply

The staff in the Marketing/Communication Department of Guandu Nature Park is the main
coordinator of 2014 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture Festival for this year. We
sincerely welcome artists to take part in this annual event. Deadline for proposal submission
is June 30th, 2014. Please make sure that you have the following documents ready, and
submit via email before the deadline.

1. Please send the following documents by email to the address: festival@gd-park.org.tw
2. Please submit your proposal BEFORE the deadline of July 14", 2014.

3. The proposals can be written in either English or Chinese.

Required Documents:
We will only be accepting DOC or PDF files for document files and JPG and JPEG files for your

image files. The size of each image file should be between 500KB-1M.

A. Details of Proposal should include:

1. Description of your proposal for the 2014 Guandu International Outdoor Sculpture
Festival — “A Micro View of Nature”. Explain how your artwork will contribute to raising
environmental awareness.

2.  Draft of your work including size of the creation and materials needed. It can be either
be sketches or done using computer.

3.  Description of your intention and experience in working with the locals and students

on creating the proposed installation art.

B. Self-Introduction should include:

1. Personal CV. Include your academic background and experiences, awards and past
exhibitions. Be sure to include your full name, current mailing address, and nationality,
and that the above information are indicated correctly on the CV.

2. Siximages of similar works you have done. List and give details of these six images --

title, date of completion, materials used, and venue where they were exhibited.

* Proposal completeness will be taken into serious consideration during the judging process.
* Submission will not be returned.

* The design should be new or original, not previously published or used in any country
before the date of application for registration. Artists that enter with work that is not

their original creation will be disqualified.
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